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Introduction

SchoolAid aims to develop and implement a strategic approach to build awareness of philanthropy for young people. Students 
involved in philanthropy, giving or volunteering are more likely to be resilient, self-confident, have a positive self-esteem and 
wellbeing. SchoolAid is a mental health initiative striving to reduce anxiety, depression and the incidence of youth suicide.

We want to establish a national movement of young philanthropists who connect with and support each other as they work to 
make their world a better place for all. Building a strong network of active schools will support the development of SchoolAid as 
the “go to” place for all things relating to youth philanthropy. 

Raising awareness of social action and philanthropy through school Social Action Teams will enable SchoolAid to establish a 
national network of school Social Action Teams who can connect and support each other. 

Currently SchoolAid is focusing on five key activities:

• Crowdfunding by young people for causes they care about using our platform at www.schoolaid.org.au
• The development of School Action Teams (SAT) which are in-school teams using our resources to plan and implement 

student campaigns.
• A primary school leadership program called Social Action Team Networks Teams (SATNs) where groups of young people 

meet in corporate boardrooms to discuss and explore ways to make their world a better, fairer place.
• A SchoolAid National Awards Program that shines a positive light on young people, teachers and schools achieving 

extraordinary things in philanthropy.
• National campaigns will continue in response to a natural disaster or other worthy causes.
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Founded in 1999 at the APPA national conference of primary school principals, SchoolAid has been endorsed and supported 
by each of the national associations for principals representing Independent, Government and Catholic schools. By the end of 
2018, some 6500 schools (approx. 60% across Australia) had contributed in some way to the work of SchoolAid and raised over             
$5.5 million for projects in Australia and across the world.

The SchoolAid Board is made up of people from business, education and community, all of whom are committed to encouraging 
philanthropy in our young people. The Board includes the founder of SchoolAid, Sean Gordon, a former primary school principal 
and Life Member of the Australian Primary Principals Association (APPA). Our inaugural Patron, His Excellency the Governor-
General of the Commonwealth of Australia, Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Ret’d) in accepting this position, indicated that the work of 
SchoolAid was complementary to his role as Governor-General and work that he held close to his heart and values.

A significant page was written in the SchoolAid story in April 2014, when Australia’s first and only crowdfunding site specifically for 
young people was launched. This was momentous because in the past all appeals had been initiated by adults in the wake of some 
disaster. The new crowdfunding model flipped that from re-active and adult initiated to pro-active and youth initiated. 

Our Story

Introduction
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School Social Action 
Team (SAT)

The school Social Action Team (SAT) is a group o f  students who show an interest and 
commitment to philanthropy. A philanthropist is someone who gives their time, talent or treasure 
(money) to support others in need.

TO DEVELOP STUDENT LEADERSHIP CAPACITY IN YOUNG PEOPLE through philanthropy and values according 
to the National Framework for Values Education in Australian Schools:
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Care and Compassion - Care for self and others.

Freedom - Enjoy all the rights and privileges of Australian citizenship free from unnecessary interference 
or control and stand up for the rights of others.

Respect - Treat others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view.

Doing Your Best - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence.

Honesty and Trustworthiness - Be honest, sincere and seek the truth.

Responsibility - Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences in constructive, non-violent 
and peaceful ways, contribute to society and to civic life, take care of the environment.

Fair Go - Pursue and protect the common good where all people are treated fairly for a just society.

Integrity - Act in accordance with principles of moral and ethical conduct, ensure consistency between 
words and deeds.

Understanding, Tolerance and Inclusion - Be aware of others and their cultures, accept diversity within 
a democratic society, being included and including others.

TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE STUDENTS IN EACH SCHOOL TO LEAD OTHERS IN THEIR 
FUNDRAISING and to learn the skills and organisation required - setting up a project, engaging students in the school, 
fundraising and evaluating.

TO ENCOURAGE ACTION LEARNING - student initiated projects following and using the School Aid platform 
www.schoolaid.org.au with SAT members as leaders.

TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS IN DIFFERENT SCHOOLS TO WORK TOGETHER and share 
their understanding and plans for philanthropic projects through SchoolAid Local Networks or SATNs.

Purpose
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Benefits & Involvement

How can your school be involved?

BENEFITS TO THE STUDENTS BENEFITS TO THE SCHOOL
The development of self-awareness and awareness of others 
and their needs.

Provides a structured framework for student social action. 
Support provided by SchoolAid in student campaigns – getting 
started, using the SchoolAid website and ensure the money is 
dispersed to the target recipients.The development of hope, resilience and optimism.

The development of commitment. Less school administration required as money raised from the 
community can be donated directly online.

The development of organisational and time management 
skills.

Promotion of the school's social action and volunteering 
work in the local community.

The development of leadership and collaboration skills.

The development of creative fundraising skills.

The development of marketing and communication 
skills - entrepreneurship.

Principal appoints a key teacher to be the SAT Coordinator. The role involves registering your team on 
the SchoolAid website, facilitating meetings, supporting students with campaigns and providing a point 
of contact for SchoolAid.

School decides the membership of the SAT (selected years 5-6 students or years 3-6 students, class 
representatives, school leaders, SRC sub-committee or interested students).

For further support or questions please contact us at info@schoolaid.org.au

School Social Action 
Team (SAT)
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• Show a passion and enthusiasm for helping others – young philanthropists.

• Show initiative and leadership.

• Demonstrate some organisational skills.

• Work comfortably with adult advice.

• Work well in a team.

• The SAT Coordinator meets with the student members regularly each term. They could be held at lunch time, 
before or after school. The team may need adult support with chairing and recording the minutes.

• A suggested meeting agenda:

 Ȏ Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country
 Ȏ Getting to know each other, introductions of students and any visitors
 Ȏ Possible guest speaker on leadership or philanthropy 
 Ȏ Update on current campaign
 Ȏ Discussion of possible campaigns and sharing of ideas
 Ȏ Decisions on actions to be undertaken, with actions recorded
 Ȏ Next meeting date set 

• Teams may wish to have a workshop on creative fundraising.

Students need to:
How to Choose SAT Members?

SAT Meetings

School Social Action 
Team (SAT)
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How to Create a Campaign?

Questions for SAT to answer:

What is your campaign?
Before you start a new campaign, check the SchoolAid website to see if there is a similar campaign already active 
on the same problem or concern that you have?  Consider collaborating or joining forces and making an even 
bigger impact.  The SchoolAid campaign platform is at www.schoolaid.org.au

What is your campaign title?
Why should people contribute and who will benefit?  What difference will it make to others?

How will the funds be used?
Explain clearly and concisely what you will do with your funds and the impact that you can make together if 
people contribute to your campaign.  Identify the charity or organisation that will receive your funds from 
SchoolAid.

What are your campaign fundraising goals?
Determine how much money you want to raise.  If you are raising funds to donate to a cause, charity, club or 
other, ask them the cost of the program you are going to support.

How will you promote your campaign?
Create a promotion plan that includes using all your networks.  Decide how frequently you will promote your 
campaign to each group and how.  Set a timetable with reminders to make sure you follow through e.g. school 
assembly.  Promotion can include posters, flyers, newsletter items, school website or social media, photos or a 
short video.

Will you use a photo or video to promote your campaign?
While a photo is effective, a video can attract more people to your campaign.  There are some helpful tips on the 
website for producing a campaign video.

Growing Your Community
Inform your family and friends on how they can donate to your campaign via the SchoolAid website - www. 
schoolaid.org.au Updating your supporters throughout the campaign and saying thank you for contributions are 
important.
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4-STEP Process Summary for Using the SchoolAid
Crowdfunding Platform

How to Use the SchoolAid Platform?

As an individual, you may also help your family and friends to support a campaign online.

To do this you simply:
• Log onto www.schoolaid.org.au Click on Start Crowdfunding Campaign.
• Then scroll down to Trending Projects and select the campaign for your donation.
• Complete details as requested.
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Log on www.schoolaid.org.au

Click START CROWD 
FUNDING CAMPAIGN

Follow the instructions. There is a Help tag on the 
right-hand side of the screen for more information.

Email support is available for using 
the website. 

How to Donate Online at SchoolAid?
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Student Fundraising Event

Some Key Things for the SAT to Focus on:
What is the event?

Who is involved?

When, Where and How?

Review

Pitching to your Principal

Give the event a name. Be creative to attract people to your event. 

Clarify if the event is aimed at your class, year level, stage group or beyond.  Identify the staff and parents who will be helping.

When you start planning your event, remember you will need your principal’s support. Make an appointment and bring your 
planning and promotion plan along. Principals appreciate it when their students come with proposals that build positive student 
engagement and community. The principal will know what is happening or planned for the school. Be prepared to adjust or change 
your fundraising event. Always display a willingness to be flexible, while remaining committed to working towards your goal.

After the event, sit down with all involved in the organisation and discuss:

• What went well?

• What could have been better?

• What you would do next time?

This information can be used to assist when organising the next event.

This is the logistics section. This will show if you have done your initial planning and thinking. There are a few things to think about, 
and you may want to have someone be responsible for this section. Appoint an event manager for your SAT. Some of the key things 
include:

• Check the school calendar to see if there is a vacant week and that your event doesn’t clash with something else on the 
calendar. It could relate to a significant day or event already scheduled for the school. Usually someone in the school office can 
help with this task. Give yourself plenty of time to organise your event, so it will be as successful as possible.

• Check for a suitable location in the school. Will it cope with your event? Check access to resources (power, lighting, equipment, 
etc.) and impact on the school community, especially if in the playground or inside a building. Talk with your SAT 
Coordinator about these things.

• Plan promotions (Public Relations Plan). How will you advertise the event? How will you report on the event?

• List supplies for your event (e.g. Sausage Sizzle). How do you intend to get supplies or donations? Maybe even mention that 
you have secured offers of support if the event is approved. You need to think about the charges /costs you will be 
asking students to pay eg. if it costs $1 to supply a roll and a sausage, then what will you charge?

• Locate equipment. Identify how you will be supported in locating and moving equipment.

• Fundraising and safety of money. Identify the adult (staff member or parent) who will supervise the money exchange 
and banking.




